
GEOFF ELLIS WESTERN PORT WARD 

I, Geoff Ellis, live in Harmers Haven and am standing in Western Port Ward, which starts 

this side of the Desal Plant and includes Williamson's Beach as well as Dalyston and all 

points west to the edge of Sunset Strip which is where Island Ward actually starts. 

 1. The Cape Paterson Bay Beach Activity Area Master Plan was adopted by Council six 

years ago. No funding has been allocated to implement this plan. Will you support allocating 

funding in the 2021/2022 budget? As part of the overall budget process. Our Budget includes 

over 20,ooo individual line items and Councillors take a shire wide approach while 

championing their individual communities' aspirations. Unfortunately there is always an 

opportunity cost and conflicting demands from the other wards need to be taken into account. 

 2. The Yallock Bullock Marine and Coastal park will extend the George Bass Coastal Walk 

from San Remo to Inverloch. Will you support the Yallock/Bullock Coastal alliance and 

CPRRA position that due to serious environmental and safety concerns, the main/through 

track should go inland (using existing road reserves) via Wonthaggi for the proposed section 

from Harmers Haven to Inverloch? As a resident of Harmers Haven, and as a Councillor, I 

have been strongly supporting the alliance. I have provided direct feedback to council 

officers on the YB Steering Committee and I have ensured that the link to the local YB 

Submissions was available to my fellow councillors.I have been talking to representatives of 

Kilcunda and have passed their concerns onto the State Government. I fully support the idea 

that the YB does NOT have to hug our fragile coastal strips and have posted comments in The 

Bass Coast Post to support that. I agree that the YB Trail should link with the State Coal 

Mine to minimize the impact on the precious habitat around Cape Pat and Harmers and 

around to Killy.I believe we need to set aside areas that are just for the critters and 

vegetation AND work with the Traditional Owners to ensure Cultural Heritage is in the 

hands of our Cultural Heritage Stakeholders. Also need to ensure the Dinosaur Trail respects 

the character of small coastal towns and potential increase in tourist numbers doesn't impact 

on these towns and that installations are sensitively blended into the existing amenity. 

3. Planning Scheme Amendment C136 (due before Council in 2021) proposes to rezone 

farmland within the Cape Paterson Northern town boundary for 480 houses and apply a 

Development Plan Overlay for an extra 500 houses into the future. Will you oppose the 

“scale” of this proposal and support the wishes of Cape Paterson community to reduce the 

town boundary? I have from Day One, within the limits of the planning scheme. Have met 

with reps of the Small Coastal Township Alliance and State Government and am eager to 

continue working with them to resolve planning issues and defend town Character and flora 

and fauna. 

4. Do you agree that Bass Coast Council has a clear responsibility to respond to the Climate 

Change Emergency? What specific actions would you advocate for in this LGA’s response? 

YES. That's why I voted for the Climate Emergency Declaration, attended the Melbourne 

Climate Emergency Summit, was one of the two Councillors who sat on the Climate 

Emergency Action plan, endorsed the same and am leading by example, having built an off 

grid, solar powered house with an 8.4 energy rating.  With batteries that store enough power 

to run three houses when the sun isn't shining. We need to raise the energy rating of council 

buildings as they are renewed. Support for business and families to reduce costs of meeting 

climate variation. The council has to show responsibility and leadership. Using recycled 



materials for road building and outdoor seating. Support TRPI. Charging stations for electric 

vehicles across the Shire.  

 https://www.basscoastpost.com/geoff-ellis/range-anxiety 

https://www.basscoastpost.com/geoff-ellis/salutations-from-the-high-ground 

 5. Will you advocate for increased public bus facilities to Cape Paterson on weekends, and 

the Melbourne – Inverloch bus to come via Cape Paterson on all services? YES. Guided by 

community. 

6. How will you connect with the residents and ratepayers in your ward? Keep doing what I 

am doing - writing and distributing a regular ward/shire  newsletter (subscription via 

wpwbge@gmail.com), attend any community group meeting that I am invited to, answer 

emails, pass on request for information, work with 'friends of groups' and advocate on behalf 

of residents and ratepayers. I have used my photographic skills to get articles into the press 

about erosion and reduction of vegetation, most recently helping, in a small but 

significant way, to secure funding for rock revetment in Jam Jerrup, while using daily photos 

of Inverloch beaches to motivate the bureaucracy. In short, keep turning up and doing what 

needs to be done. Tell me what matters and how I can help. I will continue to ensure that the 

community voice is amplified throughout the council process. 
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